
Tasmania:
Waging
War on
Wildlife
Tasmania is touted as “your natural
state” for a holiday destination and
Tasmanian produce is often marketed
as “Clean and Green”. However, there
is a war being waged on wildlife across
Tasmania, through government
sanctioned persecution, commercial
exploitation, habitat loss, introduced
plants, animals, environmental stress
and diseases and Tasmania’s wildlife is
not faring well.

Although over 40% of Tasmania is in
reserves, most of the State’s rain forest,
wet and dry eucalypt forest,
woodlands and grasslands are still
under-reserved and not protected
from clearing. The large wilderness
World Heritage Area is largely button-
grass moorland and alpine areas that
have little to offer developers and not
all species live there.

Tasmania has a poor record for
extinctions in spite of the large area
reserved.

Bennetts Wallaby: victim of
shooters, 1080 poisoning, the

commercial wallaby meat
trade, and thoughtless drivers.
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Flora Fauna

Extinct 24 9

Endangered 100 47

Vulnerable 64 32

Rare 281 97

Figures from the Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection

Act 1995

What      can      you      do?

For more information contact
the Tasmanian Conservation Trust (TCT)

102 Bathurst Street, Hobart  TAS  7000 Ph: 03 6234 3552
tct@southcom.com.au    www.tct.org

or
Against Animal Cruelty Tasmania (AACT)

Ph: 0408 970 359
AACT_now@hotmail.com    www.aact.org.au

or
The World League for the Protection of Animals (WLPA)

PO Box 211 Gladesville NSW 2111 Ph: 02 9817 4892
admin@wlpa.org    www.wlpa.org

1.  Write or email or phone
The Prime Minister, John Howard
230 Victoria Road
Gladesville NSW 2111
Phone: (02) 6277 7700
or go to http://www.pm.gov.au/email.cfm to email and ask
him why he has broken his pre-election promise to end the use
of 1080 in Tasmania on all land tenures by December 2005.

2. Write to your newspaper letters editor to let them
know how you feel about what is happening to wildlife in
Tasmania.

3.  If you see produce promotions for Tasmanian
farmers vegetables ask your supplier if they can
guarantee that the farmers who supply them have given a
guarantee that they do not poison wildlife. If they can’t give
you any assurance, choose a product that you can be sure is
grown without recourse to routine and indiscriminate slaughter
of wildlife.



The Tasmanian Government issues
permits for shooting Bennetts Wallaby
(Macropus rufogriseus) and Tasmanian
Pademelon (Thylogale billardierii) for
crop and pasture protection and for
commercial production of meat and
skins. Hunting wallaby using shotguns is
banned in four mainland states for
commercial shooters because the guns
are less accurate so injured animals can
escape to suffer and die from injuries,
infection or starvation, however shotguns
are widely used in Tasmania.

Wallaby shooting is also permitted for
recreation, using packs of dogs to flush
animals out from the undergrowth and in
some cases, to maul and kill them.
Tasmania is the only State in Australia
where it is legal to use hunting dogs for
the purpose of flushing out and killing
native wildlife. Hunting dogs can cause
extreme distress, severe injuries and death
to Bennetts Wallabies and Tasmanian
Pademelons and also other fully
protected species: Quail, Native Hens and
other ground dwelling birds, Bettongs,
Potoroos, Eastern Quolls, Bandicoots and
Wombats. The animals panic, bolting from
their hiding places at great speed which
can result in broken necks and limbs from
collisions with fences and the involuntary
ejection of pouch young due to stress.
Hunted animals may also suffer from
capture myopathy, a condition caused
by exertion and muscular stress.

The practice is not supervised and there
are anecdotal reports of joeys being fed
live to dogs or being left behind to die of
exposure.

Shooting

Alternatives
 When wildlife is
abundant in farming
areas, intellegent 21st

century managers
fence the crops to
protect them. The
notion that animals
which compete with
humans for their share
of the planet’s
productivity are vermin
to be eradicated is
widespread in Tasmania
and protected wildlife is
often shot either with a
permit or illegally:
Eagles, Goshawks,
Quolls,  Possums, Fur
Seals, Ducks, Black
Swans and Cormorants.

This baby wombat was  found by
carers  after being mauled by the
hunting dogs that killed his mother.

Muttonbirding
The Short-tailed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuostris) migrates
annually between their feeding grounds in the Arctic and
northwestern Pacific and their nesting grounds in Tasmania. The
Tasmanian Government issues commercial catchers licences to
Indigenous Tasmanians to continue their traditional practices,
however it also issues hundreds of recreational muttonbird
licences to non-indigenous muttonbirders during the open
season. The young birds are dragged from their burrows
strangled. Illegal muttonbirding, damage to nests  and poaching
is still a problem.

Duck shooting
Although duck hunting is banned in Western Australia, the ACT
and new South Wales, it is still permitted in Tasmania and a duck
season is declared for three months starting in March. Animal
welfare groups have repeatedly called for an end to this practice,
expecially in years of drought when mainland waterbirds migrate
to Tasmania looking for wetlands and waterways. However the
Government has never conceded to these demands.

Hunters are permitted to shoot ducks in Game Reserves, including
Moulting Lagoon which is a Ramsar listed wetland. Many ducks die
slowly of injuries. Last year Wood Ducks were added to the list of
species that can be legally shot based on reports of high numbers
from shooters and landholders.

The Short-tailed Shearwater makes
an epic annual migratory journey but
it’s nestlings are subject to hunting,
dog attack and habitat loss. In
Tasmania.



Possum meat
The Management Plan for the
Tasmanian Brush-tail Possum expired in
December 2004 and a new one has
not been submitted to the Federal
Government for approval to allow for
the export of “skin-on” Brush-tail
Possum carcasses to Asia.

The expired management plan
allowed for up to 250,000 Possums to
be trapped in cage traps and brought
in alive for slaughter in a purpose built
abattoir near Launceston. The “Code
of Practice for Capture, Handling,
Transport and Slaughter of Brush-tail
Possums (Trichosurus vulpecula)” allows
for animals to be held in boxes prior to
slaughter for up to two days.

In the 1990s, Animal Liberation
obtained footage of the practice in
the abattoir showing the workers
swinging the pouch young against the
work-bench to kill them and sending
animals in to the slaughter room while
they were injured but still conscious.

While there is no current approved
Management Plan for export, Lenah
Game Meats is restricted to marketing
several thousand Brush-tail Possums
carcasses annually on the Australian
market.

A new Management Plan may be
submitted in the future to allow for the
export of half a million Tasmanian
Brush-tail Possums, even though surveys
indicate that the species’ numbers are
declining.

Alternatives
There is no need for a
Brush-tail Possum meat
industry. Possum numbers
stablise when they are left
alone. The prevalence of
the Brush-tail Possum is a
result of habitat
modification and a large
ecological niche left after
the collapse of the Ring-
tail Possum population
after half a century of
intense commercial
hunting culminating in
1934 when almost one
and a half a million Ring-
tail skins were exported
which was followed by a
disease epidemic that
nearly wiped them out.
Ringtail numbers have
never recovered.

More than a million native birds and
animals are killed on Tasmania’s roads
annually. Some animals survive horrific
injuries and many are never counted
because they crawl off the road to die of
their injuries, infection, exposure or starvation
later. Orphaned pouch young starve, die of
exposure or are attacked by predators.

Some infant marsupials that are rescued and
handed over to foster carers, repeatedly
wake up screaming and cry frequently for
up to a week after they are orphaned.

Night-time driving causes most of the
collisions with marsupials while most of the
bird collisions occur during the day.

Faster, quieter cars and more of them
appear on the roads every year. More,
bigger, faster, wider roads, more power lines
and other infrastructure that isolates
populations of animals, are being
constructed all the time. There are models
for road construction that minimise the
effect of traffic on wildlife populations, but
as these designs and installations often cost
more so they are rarely used.

Road mortality

Alternatives
There is a suite of road design features that enable animals that need to
cross to go over or under the road safely,  that may be used if there is
adequate public pressure. There is less roadkill on gravel roads so up-
grading roads might be nice for drivers but it is lethal for animals and birds.
Dusk to dawn speed limits would help to reduce the carnage on well
formed roads. A change in driver attitude to wildlife is also necessary.

A small sample from
the carnage on a 4k
stretch in one
morning.



1080 Poison
Currently around 40 tonnes of carrot bait impregnated with 1080 poison is
laid in Tasmania annually to exterminate wallabies and possums: enough to
kill about half a million creatures of many different species. Tens of thousands
of birds and animals suffer a protracted and distressing death simply to
maximise profits for forestry companies and a small percentage of farmers.

The public has no way to stop a 1080 drop in their neighbourhood and many
pet dogs die in agony every year through accidental secondary poisoning.
Secrecy surrounds the use of 1080 and its administration by the Tasmanian
government. There is no public record of who uses 1080 or where it is laid.

People who collect the dead animals for disposal report picking up Ring-tail
Possums, Wombats, Bettongs, Potoroos, Eastern Quolls, Shrike-thrushes, Forest
Ravens, herons, hawks and owls.

Even where 1080 is used for conservation purposes against feral animals on
the mainland, its use is contentious because of its excessive cruelty to victims.
Only in Tasmania is 1080 used routinely and indiscriminately to poison native
wildlife species.

Death by 1080 is not painless: it is prolonged and distressing. Animals stagger
around, thirsting, frightened, disoriented and convulsing, sometimes for days
until they succumb to central nervous system collapse, coronary or respiratory
failure or are attacked by predators they cannot fend off due to paralysis. A
1987 RSPCA Report “Incidence of Cruelty to Wallabies in Commercial and
Non-Commercial Operations in Tasmania” recommended the use of 1080 be
banned on the grounds of its excessive cruelty.
Joeys of poisoned marsupials, starve or are poisoned from their mother’s milk
inside their pouches. The people responsible for clearing the carcases,
working under time pressure, do not check pouches so joeys are buried alive.

Pets and livestock
Most placental mammals are much more susceptible to 1080 poison than
marsupials. Poisoned marsupials can wander kilometres before they die, and
remain lethal until they have decomposed entirely, so pets are at risk if there
has been a 1080 drop within 3 km. Some symptoms of secondary poisoning in
placental carnivores (dogs, cats, pigs etc) are hyper-sensitivity to noise,
copious drooling, running about yelping, barking madly, trying to hide,
trembling and hyper- extension of the limbs.

Alternatives
Alternatives exist for protecting
crops from native animals
(electric and wallaby proof
fences, sonic fencing, tree
guards and deterrents) but
these will never be adopted
while 1080 is convenient to use
and artificially cheap through
public subsidy for its
administration.

Forestry Tasmania has given an
undertaking to stop using 1080
on its lands in December 2005
and to use alternatives instead.

John Howard made a pre-
election promise late in 2004
to end the use of 1080 in
Tasmania by December
2005 on all land tenures,
however he has reneged on
this commitment due to
pressure from farmers’ lobby
groups and the logging
industry.

1080 on King Island
The Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association working with the
Tasmanian Government and local farmers laid kilometres of 1080
poison bait lines on King Island. The Tasmanian government has
submitted a “Wallaby Management Plan” for King Island and also
for Flinders Island to the Federal Government to allow for a wallaby
meat export industry to be established, although the plans do not
meet national guidelines for firearm criteria for  humane harvesting.

The Tasmanian Bettong (Bettongia
gaimardi) is a feisty little macropod that is

a common non-target by-kill of 1080
drops.
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Flinders Is


